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State lawmakers join fight against spam

Compiled from staff and wires reports
Published August 15. 2005

' l-wo 
Florida legislators want to "slam spam." adding crin,inal penalties to those caught flooding inboxes

rvith junk messages that are "falsc, misleading and unsolicited."

State Rep. Ari Abrahani Porth, D-Coral Springs, already has filed his bill HB 45;
u ri u .trtt llot'idahousc. gov/) and State Scn. Dave Aronberg, D-West Palm Beach, is preparing a Senate
version. Penalties. up to a felony, rvould be based on volume: I 0,000 in a 24-hour period, 100,000 in 30
days, I -million in a year.

ln a news release. Port acknowledged the dillicully of tracking down spammers, but said "we ntust enact
Iaws to protcct our most vulnerable residents from unscrupulous con aftists and thieves."

Gor'. Jeb Ilush gavc qualified support to the idea. "l hate spam," the governor said. "l guess I don't knorv
hou'you can lcgislate against it unlcss he's for,rnd a way to identify spanl.ucrs that can be located in
Mozambique or some other place and prosecute thcm. l'm all for it. It's a real nuisance and it's done to
do harm in some cases, and there should be criminal charges. I just don't know how it's enforceable."

Congress passed the CAN-SPAM Act (Controlling the Assault of Non-solicited pomography and
Marketing) in 2003, but it generally has been viewed as ineffective in the war on junk c-mail.

Survey: Businesses reluctant to report  cyber at tacks

Most businesses do not repofi cyber attacks to law enforcement authorities, fearing the disclosure would
hann their image and benefit rivals, FBI Director Roberl Mueller says.

This reluctance has become especially impofiant at a time rvhen idcntity theft is growing rapidly and
tclrofists are increasingly using the Intcrnet, MLreller said in a speech to the L.rfraGard national
confcrcncc, at which private companies share sccurity tips and expertisc with the FBI.

"Today a command sent over a network to a power station's control computer could bejust as deadly as
a backpack full of explosives," Mueller said.

Bustness lcaders last month announced an education campaign to better protect sensitive client
infomration from hackers and other thicves, alter a string of high-profile data thcfts and losses.

Mueller's cor.nments rvere based on an annual survey conducted by the FBI and the private Computer
Security Institute that found just 20 percent of businesses reported computer intrusions last year, a figure
that has held steady for several years.

The reasons cited most often for keeping the incidents quict wcre loss ofbusiness to competitors and
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potential damage to a company's image among consutners.

Pr ivacy groups wary of  Internet phone wiretap laws

Nerv rcgulations making it easier for law cnlorcentent to tap Internct phone calls also will makc
computer systems more vulnerable to hackers, digital privacy and civil liberties groups sa;.

While the groups don't want the Intemet to be a safe haven for tenorists and criminals, they cornplain
that expanding wiretapping laws to cover Intemet calls, or Voice over Intemet Protocol (VoIP), will
creale additional points of attack and security holes that hackers can exploit.

"OIce you enablc third-parly access to Intemet-bascd comntunication, you create a vulnerability that
didn't previously exist," said Marc Rotenberg, executive director at the Electronic privacv lnformation
Cenler. "lt will put at risk the stability and security ofthe Intemet."

Acting on appeals from the Justice Depafiment and other law enforcement officials, the Federal
Contmullications Commission voted to require providers of Intemet phone calls and broadband services
to ensure tlieir cquipnrent can allorv police rviretaps.

The decision applies to Voice over Intemet Protocol providers such as Vonage that use a central
telephone company to complete the Intemet calls. It also applies to cable and phone companies that
provide broadband services.

TI.rc companies will have 18 months to comply.

Microsoft  says Apple's iPod wi l l  face more compet i t ion

Microsoft Corp., the world's biggest softwaremaker, said Apple Computer Inc.'s best-selling iPod musrc
player will lace increased competition from new products in the end- of-year shopping season.

Microsoft is rvorking rvith electronicsnrakers including Royal Philips Electronics NV, Samsung
Elcctronics Co. and Creative Tcchr,ology Ltd. to design and test music players that rival iPod, said Erik
Huggers, head of Microsoft's Digital Media Division.

"Come this fall, there is going to be a number of devices that get close to competing with Apple's iPod,"
Huggers said. By the second quarter ofnext year, "there is going to be a whole lineup ofproducts that
can conrpete rvith Apple in industrial design, usability, functionality and featurcs."

Microsoft and its partners beat Apple to market with digital music players tlrat work with Microsoft
audio software. They proved unattractive and difficult to use, leaving the field open lor Apple, which
has sold 21.S-million iPods since October 2001 , grabbing 75 percent ofthe market share in the United
States.

"lt's going to take a lot to dethrone Applc," said Micliael Gartenberg, an analyst at Jupiter Research in
Netv York. "Apple rvon't sit on its laurels, and I expect we'll sec another iteration ofthe iPod for the
holidays. Unless Microsoft is really willing to spend the time and effofi to get behind a player or a select
group ofplayers, it's not going to happen."

South Korean man dies af ter 49-hour game binge
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A 28-year-old South Korean man died ofexhaustion in an lnternet cafe after playing conrputer games
nonstop for 49 hours, police said.

The man, identified by police only by his last name, Lee, collapsed Friday after having eaten little,
shunning slecp arrd refusing to leave his kcyboard whilc he played the battle simulatio-"n gamc Starcraft.

Lcc was quickly moved to a hospital but died alter a few hours lrom what doctors presume was a heart
attack.

Lee had been fired from hisjob last month because he kept missing work to play computer games,
pol ice said.

Contp er games are enomrously popular in South Korea, home to professional ganters rvho earn big
money through sponsorships and to TV stations dcvoted to broadcasting rlatchei.

"Spam k ing ' t o  pay  g7 -m i l l i on  se t t l emen t  t o  M ic roso f t

Microsoft will rcceive $7-million frorn an allegcd "spam king" - the largest settlemcnt yet in the
company's legal struggle against the flood of unwanted e-mail.

The Redmond, Wash., company's top larvycr described the dcal with online narketer Scott Richtcr as a
key step in the fight against spam. Microsoft plans to use much of the money to fund more antispan.l
efforts. Larv enforcement agencies and antispam groups welcomed the news.

But a leader ofone antispam group said he doubted that the settlement, by itsell, would do anything to
cause other spammers to changc their ways.

Riclrter. who admits no wrongdoing, plans to remain in business. Bu1 he says he has altered his practices
to exceed the requirements of antispam laws.

The settlemcnt, rvhich rcquires couft approval, rvould end a 2O-month-long clispute with Richter, an
outspoken Colorado businessman whosc appearances in the national nredia have made him somethinu of
a celebrily.

Come blog with us

Personal Tech starls the week with technology news. But it doesn't stop there. Dave Gussow, the Times
personal tcchnology editor, will be posting nervs, thougllts and links about the Intemet, computers and
otlter tech issues throughout the week at $ $ w.sptir.nes.conr/blogs/tcch We invite you to post your
cor.r.u.nents and questions.

- Compiled lrom reports by Times staff writer Joni James and Times wires.

(t: Cop)'r'ight. St. Petelsburg'l'irnes. All rights reserved.
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